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DEBRIDEMENT BEST PRACTICE RECOMMENDATIONS

QUICK REFERENGE GUIDE

FOR THE REGISTERED NURSE (RN)/NURSE PRACTITIONER (NPJ AND
THE LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSE (LPN/REGISTERED PRACTICAL NURSE (RPN)

All methods of debridement

SCOPE OF PRACTICE

All classes of nurses must work within the
controls of federal and provincial/territorial
legislation, regulatory bodies, organizational

INITIATING VS PERFORMING

A nurse who is competent to
initiate, perform, and direct other
nurses to perform debridement is an

pose risks for potential patient
harm with inappropriate use

Autolytic,
Mechanical, ‘

Epzym?ﬁc,
ve shan PRIOR TO INITIATING, DIRECTING AND
PERFORMING DERRIDEMENT

RN/NP with demonstrated advanced
knowledge, skills, judgment, critical-
thinking skills, and experience.

policies and individual competency.

A LPN/RPN can perform
debridement within their scope of
practice under the direction of an
RN/NP with advanced knowledge,
skills, and judgment to safely
perform the debridement method
to prevent and manage potential
complications.

Conservative Sharp Wound
Debridement (CSWD)

Competency in Debridement:
Knowledge, Skills, Judgement,
& Experience

Curriculum Based Wound
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