
Debridement Best Practice Recommendations

Quick Reference Guide
For the Registered Nurse (RN)/Nurse Practitioner (NP) and 

the Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN)/Registered Practical Nurse  (RPN)

SCOPE OF PRACTICE
All classes of nurses must work within the 
controls of federal and provincial/territorial 
legislation, regulatory bodies, organizational 
policies and individual competency. 
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Prior to INITIATING, DIRECTING and 
PERFORMING Debridement

INITIATING vs PERFORMING
A nurse who is competent to 
initiate, perform, and direct other 
nurses to perform debridement is an 
RN/NP with demonstrated advanced 
knowledge, skills, judgment, critical-
thinking skills, and experience.

A LPN/RPN can perform 
debridement within their scope of 
practice under the direction of an 
RN/NP with advanced knowledge, 
skills, and judgment to safely 
perform the debridement method 
to prevent and manage potential 
complications.

+ +

View the Document: Debridement: Canadian Best Practice Recommendations for Nurses 
http://nswoc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/NSWOCC-Debridement-Best-Practice-Recommendations-April-2021-1.pdf

All methods of debridement 
pose risks for potential patient 

harm with inappropriate use
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